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the hatred of priestly government under whatever
attenuated or indirect form it may present itself. I say
hatred, not of individuals, but of the government.
Towards individuals our people have, thank God! ever
since the foundation of the Republic shown themselves
generous, but the very idea of a clerical government,
of a pontiff-king, makes them shudder. They will fight
to the death against any scheme of restoration, and
show themselves schismatic to the last rather than
endure it." His final word is: " Remember that a
return to the past means neither more nor less than
organised disorder, a renewal of the struggle of secret
societies, the uprising of anarchy in the heart of Italy,
the inoculation of vengeance into a people which is only
desirous of forgetting, a brand of discord permanently
implanted in the midst of Europe, the programme of
the extreme parties supplanting the orderly Republican
Government of which we are now the organs. This,
surely cannot be desired by France, by her Government.,
by the nephew of Napoleon; especially in the presence
of the double invasion of the Neapolitans and'
Austrians."
Mazzini's appeal fell on deaf ears so far as the French
Government was concerned. What was desired was to<
win the Pope away from the Austrians, and to hold
Rome so that the Austrians should not get in. There
would have been no negotiations with the Romaa
Republic at all, if Oudinot's attack had succeeded.
This was what the Roman Government suspected, and1
De Lesseps did not realise. He was acting in perfect
good faith; but those who had sent him were playing-
a deeper game.